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By Paul Bada

Almost Like Dining
With the President

ager to attend one of President Bush’s exclusive

state dinners, but unable to snag a ticket? Here's

the next best thing. Thanks to the untimely de-

parture from the East Wing kitchen, former

White House chef Walter Scheib is fast building a
successful new business that brings state dinners to
homes and corporate HQs. Everything but the prez him-
self is included. Scheib calls it “dinner and a conversa-
tion”: menu selections from his days feeding the Bushes
and Clintons and colorful insider tales. “It's a cross be-
tween Emeril [Lagasse] and Garrison Keillor,” says Scheib.

“The American Chef” was developed after Laura Bush

unexpectedly pushed Scheib out after 11 years. He kindly
chalks it up to Mrs. Bush’s bid to put her own stamp on
the East Wing by naming the first woman, his deputy
Cristeta Comerford, to the top post. Scheib says job offers
came in but he had better ideas, namely re-creating a
White House experience in homes and executive offices
for top dollar. Hosts get a menu from 7,000 first-family
recipes (Laura Bush’s minted fresh pea soup, Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton’s veggies and hummus), a cooking class, and
hours of stories. Some of his tales puncture the myth of
first-family snacking—Bill Clinton didn’t eat McDonald’s,
and the Bushes dig leftovers; both like healthful, organic
chow. “After being locked in the White House basement
for 11 years,” says Scheib, “ it's great to meet people.”
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